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Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: I was recently privileged to attend a number of schools for 
Children’s Book Week 2015. At Landsdale Primary School I had the challenge of judging costumes at the book 
parade. Students were asked to come as their favourite character from a book, and everyone went to such a lot of 
effort; I loved the wacky outfits of the teachers who also dressed up. Their enthusiasm for reading and books was 
infectious! At Emmanuel Christian Community School, I had an attentive audience as we read My Two Blankets 
by Irena Kobald and Freya Blackwood, which is about a young refugee, newly arrived in Australia and unable to 
speak English. It struck a chord with a number of students who had come from similar backgrounds. As for the 
students at Rawlinson Primary School, not only did we enjoy the Aaron Blabey Pig the Pug books, but also we 
read the recently discovered What Pet Should I Get? by Dr Seuss. The book covers the dilemma of a young boy 
and his sister who must choose a pet. In characteristic rhyme, it canvasses the various options. There are many 
choices, but they can choose only one. It is an anticlimax, but in order to stimulate the reader’s imagination the 
ultimate decision is a mystery! I thank students Enrique, Bailey, Jayden, Abdullah, Catherine, Dylan, Sydney, 
Antonio, Sienna, Nhat-Minh, Cooper, Tyler, Sommer, Sienna R, Odessa, Sebastian, Žan, Zarah, Denise, Kayley, 
Nathan, Tamara and Caitlin. They thought long and hard and sent me wonderful drawings and delightful letters 
suggesting the pet finally chosen. I acknowledge the efforts of all the teachers, staff and parents who helped 
organise these activities to highlight the joys of reading and to stimulate young minds. 
 

 [1] 


	CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK
	Statement by Member for Girrawheen


